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Cream of the News 


Milk prices received by Wisconsin farmers de- 
clined 54 cents a hundredweight during February. 

Cheese production in Wisconsin and the Nation 
for January was well above a year ago but the Nation- 
al butter output was down. 

Wholesale prices of dairy products dropped 
sharply from January to February. 

Milk production on Wisconsin farms during 
February was up 9 percent from a year earlier, the 
fifth consecutive month of a higher milk output. 

Cold storage stocks of cheese and butter in the 
Nation at the end of February were substantially 
under a year ago. 

Lower prices for milk and poultry caused the 
index of prices received by Wisconsin farmers to de- 
cline about 2% percent from mid-January to mid- 
February. 

The hog and pig inventory on Wisconsin farms 
March 1 was a record low of 1,070,000 head but the 
14 major hog states were up 1 percent from the 
previous year. 

Cold storage stocks of meat in the Nation at 
the end of February were 15 percent below last year. 

Red meat production in Wisconsin’s commercial 
slaughtering plants during January was down 4 per- 
cent from a year ago as an 18 percent drop in pork 
output offset a 4 percent gain in beef supplies. 

Prices of good grade fed steers at the St. Paul 
market declined in February for the fifth consecutive 
month but utility cows were up as were feeder steers 
at Kansas City. 

Prices of barrows and gilts at St. Paul increased 
from January to February and were well above last 
year. 
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FEBRUARY BUTTER OUTPUT UP 
IN STATE BUT DOWN NATIONALLY 


Based on weekly estimates, butter production in Wis- 
consin during February was above a year ago but the Nation’s 
output was down. Dairy plants in Wisconsin churned about 
5 percent more butter in February than a year earlier, follow- 
ing a 9 percent increase in January. The Nation’s butter 
production for February was 7 percent under last year, a 
greater decline than the 3 percent drop shown in January. 

Weekly estimates for February indicated that Wis- 
consin’s production of American cheese was up from the 
previous year comparable to the 18 percent gain in January. 
The Nation’s output of American cheese during February 
increased 18 percent from a year ago, somewhat higher than 
the 14 percent rise in January. 
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Recent Changes in Butter and Cheese Output 




















Butter American Cheese 
United States Wis. [ United States Wis. 
Periods Hie eit Sa 
Bonne Hen Cees cae Saas On ae ne eae 
1976 1976 SEN ees 
year year year year 
1,000 Ibs. | Percent | Percent 1,000 Ibs. | Percent | Percent 
January <<. 94,285 —3 +9 149,292 +14 +18 
Weeks 
ending: 
Feb:, 5...) 20,700 = 6 +4 36,000 +18 +22 
Febo ign 20,600 =7 +4 35,600 + 28 ice lat | 
Feb: 19... 21,400 — 8 +7 35,900 Lone Of + 14 
Feb. 26. 20,900 — § aS 36,200 +18 # L6 
Obalen oust: =p) Ue} KK 


83,600 2th XXX 143,700 





MILK PRICE DOWN 
CONSIDERABLY IN FEBRUARY 


Prices received by Wisconsin farmers for all milk sold in 
February are expected to average $9.10 a hundredweight, a 
decline of 54 cents from January. However, the February 
price was well above a year ago when milk averaged $7.50 
a hundredweight. 

Milk prices for January averaged $9.64 a hundredweight, 
down 19 cents from the previous month. The average milkfat 
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content of 3.80 percent in January was below the 3.84 per- 
cent of January 1975. 

Grade A milk producers received an average of $9.87 a 
hundredweight in January, a decline of 9 cents from a month 
earlier but $2.05 above last year. Manufacturing grade milk, 
at $9.29 a hundredweight for January, was 30 cents under 
December but $2.26 higher than a year ago. The price spread 
between market and manufacturing grade milk was 58 cents 
compared with 79 cents in January 1975. 


Milk Prices 1/ 


price per cwt. 

















Selected States "i me 76/75 price 
verage rice er 
; Percent | Dollars | Dollars | Dollars | Percent 
Milk for all uses 
Wisconsin ..... 3.84 9.83 7.50 9.64 + 29 9.10 
Minnesota. 2) = 2 Seay 9.36 TOF 9.19 + 30 8.67 
LOW!) shes: aes oes 3.85 9.90 7.39 9.50 + 29 9.50 
New Xiorksa cee ae 3.70 10535 8.20 10.30 +26 10.30 
California ..... 3.87 10.20 9.00 9.90 +10 10.10 
United States ... 3.82 10.30 8.33 10.20 + 22 10.00 
Wisconsin 
utilization 
Market milk.... 3.84 9.96 TeS2 9.87 + 26 XXX 
Manufacturing milk} 3.83 9.59 7.03 9.29 63-2: XXX 
Greameniesy..: : 3.79 9.59 6.96 9.24 +533 xm 





Cheese factories . 3.83 9.60 7.03 9-30 tO XXX 
Varied prod. plants 3.82 9253 7.02 9.23 canes XXX 
1/Preliminary average buying prices received for milk of average test. They differ 


from basic buying prices which are for 3.5% milk. 2/Based on preliminary infor- 
mation for milk of average test. 


Wisconsin 3.5 Test Milk Prices 1/ 















Change from 


Pipeavens Deer Jan. 

Utilization last year 

Dollars per cwt. Percent 
Milk forall uses,: a.) e) sissette a inl cue 6.84 8.96 8.88 + 30 
Marke tunillc on ceeds. cree ieee 7.09 9.08 9.07 + 28 
Manutacturime title, s .a cermanst seen 6.48 8.76 8.58 +32: 
Creameries ai slate ete oye rele 6.51 8.86 8.67 + 33 
American icheese plants. <% 2 2.5 6.45 8.78 8.60 +533) 
Varied products plants -. -. . 6.48 8.73 8.55 + 32) 

Federal Order Markets 

Chicago Regional Base Zone .. 7.42 9.50 9.46 a PA) 








1/Computed equivalents. 2/Preliminary. 





WHOLESALE DAIRY PRICES 
DOWN SHARPLY 


Wholesale prices of dairy products declined sharply 
from January to February. The 92-score butter price at New 
York averaged 82.40 cents a pound for February, down 
more than 5 cents from a month earlier but still considerably 
above the February 1975 price of 69.29 cents a pound. 

Cheddar cheese in 40 pound blocks averaged 90 cents 
a pound at Wisconsin assembly points during February. This 
was nearly 10% cents below January but 13 cents higher than 
a year ago. 

Swiss cheese, Wisconsin State Brand, averaged over 
$1.21 a pound for February. Although this was more than 
5 cents under the previous month it was 19% cents above 
February 1975. 


Wholesale Dairy Prices 


















A February January February 
ey 1975 1976 1/ 
Butter, 92-score, New York, pound . . 69.29¢ 87.79¢ 82.40¢ 
Cheese, Cheddars, Wisconsin primary 
markets, 40 Ib. blocks, pound 2/.. . 76.88¢ 100.44¢ 90.03¢ 
Cheese, Swiss, Wisconsin State Brand, 
block pound e2 |imee) ei pein eae 101.75¢ 126.50¢ 121.25¢ 
Evaporated milk, North Central States, 
case, 48-14% oz. cans, range ..... $11.90-12.49$13.20-14.16 $ —— — — 
Nonfat dry milk solids, spray, Chicago 
BEEAs POUNCE mrt ett Cea eat cil sone 59.24¢ 66.04¢ 64.25¢ 





1/Preliminary estimates. 2/Selling prices, f.o.b. at Wisconsin assembly points, 


CHEESE AND BUTTER 
STOCKS DOWN 


Cold storage stocks of cheese and butter in the Nation 
at the end of February were substantially under a year ago. 

Butter stocks on February 29 amounted to nearly 17 
million pounds, a decline of 72 percent from the previous 
year and the lowest for that date in 24 years. Government 
stocks of butter totaled about 3 million pounds compared 
with 22 million pounds on February 28, 1975. 

There were almost 360 million pounds of cheese in cold 
storage at the end of February, down 22 percent from a 
year earlier. Stocks of American cheese were 24 percent 
under last year while Swiss cheese stocks were down by a 
third. Government stocks of American cheese were about 
half of the amount in storage on February 28, 1975. 


Cold Storage Stocks of Butter and Cheese 


















= Change 
A Feb. 28 Feb. 29 
(@ d ? > 
ommodity 1975 1976 from 
last year 
1,000 pounds Percent 
UNITED STATES 
Butters hos, hese a. ee ee 50,838 61 352 16,873 = 72) 
Cheese; ‘American’. 21 2. - 328,196 393,638 299,610 — 24 
Eheese Swiss. seins le TS5223 13,402 8,916 — 33 
Cheese vallcotherstanscneens 52,416 51,467 51,306 Wits 
Cheese ioral cars aalemen: 395,535 458,507 359,832 — 22 
WISCONSIN 
Butler, 2. hee ee ee 1,495 4,498 2,248 — 50 
CheesessA mericanywerene 186,882 206,475 153,547 IZ 
GOVERNMENT STOCKS* 
Buiter viaisnctcn aan ements 7,082 22011 2,884 SOT, 
Cheese, American ..... - 449 15728 840 — 51 





*Included in above totals. 
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Manufacturers’ Stocks of Other Dairy Products 
United States 













Change 
: Jan. 31, 

Commodity 1974 from 

last year 

1,000 pounds Percent 
Dried whole milk ....... 6,014 7,279 8,670 + 19 
Dried skim milkit 2... 2). 59,245 124,020 45,053 — 64 
Dried buttermilk ....... F555) 5,861 4,744 — 19 

Condensed milk and evapor- 

ated milk (case goods) 1/ . 54,488 68,125 44,526 — 35 





1/Combined to avoid disclosing individual plant operations. 


CHEESE PRODUCTION WELL 
ABOVE YEAR AGO 


Cheese production in Wisconsin and the Nation during 
January was well above a year ago. Total cheese output in 
the Nation for January was 249 million pounds, up 15 per- 
cent from last year. Both Swiss and Italian cheese had gains 
of 15 percent, while Brick and Muenster were up 29 percent 
and all other varieties increased 16 percent. 

Production of American cheese in the Nation during 
January was 14 percent above a year earlier. Dairy plants in 
Wisconsin made 67 million pounds of American cheese in 
January, an increase of 18 percent from the previous year. 
Minnesota produced 23 percent more American cheese in 
January than a year ago, while Iowa showed a gain of 36 
percent and all other states were up 2 percent. 

Butter production in Wisconsin during January was 9 
percent higher than a year earlier but the National output 
was down 3 percent. Although California made 25 percent 


Current Dairy Products Estimates 





















January January Change from 
Teme ate? L 1975 1976 last year 
1,000 pounds Percent 
BUTTER 
WiSCONSIieleiere os, 6) Syacetic 19,500 21,300 = a8) 
MinneGsotamememeua eke sn sen 21Gs20 16,800 — 22 
Califocnitae eet. fst) ye 11,000 13,700 Ce eas) 
Other statesvens «24 tee 45,325 42,485 — 6 
UnitedStavesict. & i. saremeis 97,350 94,285 -— 3 
CHEESE, AMERICAN 
Wisconsin Ware...) « (iene 56,600 67,000 + 18 
Minnesota ter acc+ cy ens raeatele 21,660 26,645 aes) 
TO Wail 5. "s us) iene os pears Hee 6,600 9,000 + 36 
Other states. (3) isa /<.s teens 45,742 46,647 aga 
Unitedisitatesmircueys) meen 130,602 149,292 + 14 
CHEESE, MISCELLANEOUS 
United States 
SSAVISS) peels oh ole) 6) =e) See 12,950 14,908 # 15 
Brick and Muenster ... 5,567 7,201 + 29 
Whaiasaeecs N= se 4 Jets) > heme $1,140 59,006 re ks 
Allgothers* 2 ars ac. Vearntes 16,039 18,626 + 16 
TO talc ca | cucheuccericmee 85,696 99,741 + 16 
ALL CHEESE 
WuitedyuStatess i), ease 216,298 249,033 4 *1'5 
OTHER PRODUCTS 
Cottage Cheese 
United States 
Guede paras susie ye i 56,322 56,221 n.c. 
Creamed 2 Fats. es) 2 .« GSE The 70,492 — 2 
1,000 gallons Percent 
Ice Cream 
WisConsint taste tie) ¢ 1,350 1,200 — 11 
THin.O4s) yas earentven ai tee 2,850 3,000 $5 
TOW a. fue ey sweden evebiene sta !s 680 740 cH 12) 
Michigan’ $2005 setcitsl ena is 2,680 2,660 - 1 
Minnesoital au uan.) «ies (6 2,165 1,655 — 24 
Oheriustates pees eter aks 48,888 46,526 — § 
United States.) 42 )-leue 58,613 55,781 -— 5 








1/Includes cottage, pot, and bakers’ cheese with a milkfat content of less than 4 
percent. 2/Includes cheese with a milkfat content of 4 to 19 percent. 


more butter in January than a year ago, Minnesota had a de- 
cline of 22 percent and all other states dropped 6 percent. 
The Nation’s ice cream production for January was 5 
percent below the previous year. Output of cottage cheese 
curd in January was about the same as in January 1975 but 
creamed cottage cheese production declined 2 percent. 


MILK PRODUCTION REMAINS 
HIGHER IN FEBRUARY 


Milk production on Wisconsin farms during February 
totaled 1,557 million pounds, an increase of 9 percent from 
a year earlier. This was the fifth consecutive month that the 
State’s milk output was above the previous year. On a daily 
average basis, Wisconsin’s milk production in February was 
5 percent higher than last year when February had 28 days. 
Although milk cow numbers on farms during February were 
only slightly more than a year ago, production per cow in- 
creased by 70 pounds. 

The Nation’s milk production in February totaled 
9,248 million pounds, an increase of 5 percent from a year 
earlier. Milk cow numbers were | percent under February 
1975 but production per cow was up 51 pounds. The Febru- 
ary milk-feed price ratio was down 3 percent from January 
but was 28 percent above last year. 


Milk Production 



























Fue en ; ute Change from 
ebruary ebruary an.-Feb. last year 
Selected States 1975 1976 1976 
Feb. Jan.-Feb. 

Million pounds Percent 
Wisconsin... . 1,430 L557 3,169 +9 +3 
Minnesota ... 179 7192 S723 +2 = 1 
TOWa oe) Sos wie a 303 314 632 +4 ip V2 
New York ... 7159 809 1,643 auth + 4 
Pennsylvania . . 539 572 1,157 +6 ofS 
California =. 780 851 1,742 +9 + 7 
Other states .. 4,192 4,353 8,875 +4 shee 
United States 8,781 9,248 18,793 +5 ap 8) 





MILK PRODUCTION,% of previous yeor 


iO onsia April |975- Feb. 1976 


Percent 
105 





100 


95L 
April Sept. Feb. 
1975 1975 1976 


MILK — COUNTY ESTIMATES 


The table on page 4 shows county estimates of milk 
cows, production per cow, and total milk production in 
Wisconsin for 1973-75. 
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Milk Cows, Production per Cow, and Total Milk Production, Wisconsin By Counties, 1973—75 















































































































: A : “rE Production 
County Number Milk Total Number Milk Total Number Milk 
of cows 2/ per cow production of cows 2/ per cow production of cows 2/ per cow Rank 
Number Pounds 1,000 pounds Number Pounds 1,000 pounds Number Pounds 1,000 pounds 
BaErOnre yt ets re usceet se niet etke 47,800 9,900. 473,220 48,400 10,200 493,680 48,800 ee rte? tl 
Bayfield eeu sue cnet stems tern c 5,900 9,700 Sh 230 5,900 9,800 57,820 5,900 9,800 Bl aed 61 
Burnett. 4.) 2s a eb 7,100 9,400 66,740 7,000 9,600 67,200 7,000 9,600 67,200 59 
CHIppeway e.corseh ieee a 49,900 10,000 499,000 50,200 10,200 512,040 $0,500 10,300 520,150 : 
Dowelas: where etemerncce 2,700 9,400 25,380 2,700 9,500 25,650 2.700 9,600 25,920 6s 
BGs ROU ee eae. be 34,600 10,100 349,460 35,200 10,300 362,560 35,200 10,300 362,560 22 
Rusk is oor sine Bee oats 19,300 9,000 173,700 19,200 9,200 176,640 19,400 9,200 178,480 43 
SAWYER cic 2) wc hewapien ca 3,700 9,500 35,150 3,500 9,600 33,600 3,500 9,600 33,600 63 
WiaShDUET Bedale eee uete 5,900 9,600 56,640 5,800 9,800 56,840 6,000 9,800 58,800 60 
Northwest District . . 176,900 9,816 1,736,520 177,900 10,040 1,786,030 179,000 10,069 1,802,290 
Ashland!) he p02, alte 3,800 9,500 36,100 3,700 9,600 35,520 3,800 9,700 36,860 62 
Ghar kee eer ligase soe var 66,800 10,200 681,360 67,200 10,400 698,880 67,500 10,500 708,750 a3 
FvOM loc Hh Galt eee tee ee er ares 800 9,300 7,440 700 9,400 6,580 700 9,400 6,580 68 
Eincolny Wiss aeoweds at etd 11,500 9,400 108,100 11,700 9,600 112,320 11,700 9,700 113,490 52 
Marathon 7 0es.5. 2-8 Ss 84,200 10,200 858,840 85,500 10,400 889,200 85,900 10,500 901,950 1 
Oneida! — Eee sey 500 9,000 4,500 400 9,000 3,600 500 9,000 4,500 69 
PriCe: eto peg aut, ee mewee 9,700 8,900 86,330 9,500 9,100 86,450 9,600 9,100 87,360 and 
MA VlOR ck ton ade eee 29,700 9,900 294,030 29,600 10,000 296,000 29,800 10,100 300,980 29 
Witla Sve: Spetsc a0 cee en 100 8,700 870 100 8,800 880 100 8,800 880 wk 
~~ North Central District | 207,100 10,032 2,077,570 208,400 10,218 2,129,430 209,600 10,312 2,161,350 
Florence 5.402 0s 1,000 9,900 9,900 1,000 10,000 10,000 1,000 10,100 10,100 67 
PGTe ste. (o/s Segal ans com en eke 1,700 9,000 PS,300 1,800 5,100 16,380 1,900 9,200 17,480 66 
Banglades sate vi. oversee 12,600 9,800 123,480 12,700 9,900 125,730 13,200 10,000 132,000 49 
Marinette) Geits.isne cee 13,400 9,500 127,300 13,200 9,600 126,720 13,800 9,700 133,860 47 
OConto yee eat ces oe 29,400 9,700 285,180 29,400 9,900 291,060 30,000 10,000 300,0C0 30 
SHawanlOesuemnter eucmeye. sacs 45,800 10,500 480,900 46,400 10,700 496,480 47,500 10,700 $08,250 9 
"} ) Northeast District 0), |). 103,900 10,029 1,042,060 104,500 10,204 1,066,370 107,400 10,258 1,101,690 
Buffalo MRS e ee Sls Bats 27,300 9,800 267,540 28,200 10,000 282,000 28,200 10,000 282,000 31 
DUT foe hs ese arate 40,700 10,000 407,000 40,800 10,200 416,160 41,000 10,200 418,200 15 
Ean Claires iia oo as eater: 22,400 9,600 215,040 22,200 9,800 217,560 22,200 9,800 217,560 40 
Fackson’ Pers = suswacy nen: 18,600 9,700 180,420 18,700 9,900 185,130 18,700 10,000 187,000 41 
ea \Grosseunneen tS cece aes 21,400 10,000 214,000 21,500 10,200 219,300 21,500 10,200 219,300 39 
Monr@e, yey tees 36,900 9,500 350,550 37,300 9,800 365,540 37,500 9,900 Se 20 
Pepmince., seemees hea here 9,900 9,900 98,010 9,900 10,000 99,000 10,000 10,000 100,000 54 
PiGrCe? 22, som Reali eendis te 26,100 10,400 271,440 26,300 10,600 278,780 26,300 10,600 278,780 32 
Sts Croix) | cee ee eres 34,900 10,400 362,960 35,400 10,600 375,240 35,400 10,600 375,240 19 
Trempealeatirc or. cits 50s 35,000 10,200 357,000 35,500 10,400 369,200 35,500 10,400 369,200 21 
West Central District . 273,200 9,971 2,723,960 275,800 10,181 2,807,910 276,300 10,201 2,818,530 
AGamnis ee a at cideonaer aks 3,500 9,900 34,650 3,300 10,000 33,000 3,300 10,000 33,000 64 
Gneenmlake)y re-nne eee 14,500 10,500 1523250 14,400 10,700 154,080 14,500 10,700 155,150 46 
JUATCAW Sher snes ae eu 12,700 9,900 125,730 12,800 10,000 128,000 13,200 10,100 133,320 48 
MarqUueticra Mae eave ens 6,900 9,700 66,930 7,000 9,900 69,300 7,000 9,900 69,300 58 
Portage: Sen mememe gan air 16,700 10,000 167,000 16,600 10,100 167,660 16,800 10,200 171,360 44 
Waupacameeu scr aeane acs 32,600 9,900 322,740 32,600 10,100 329,260 33,300 10,100 336,330 24 
Wausharal inc. secnpecsiiens 11,900 10,100 120,190 11,900 10,400 123,760 12,000 10,400 124,800 50 
24,900 9,700 241,530 25,300 9,900 250,470 25,500 10,000 255,000 ae 
Central District. 5. 123,700 9,952 1,231,020 123,900 HOSTESS P2515, 550 125,600 10,177 1,278,260 
Bros) peek een onto 38,600 10,500 405,300 38,700 10,800 417,960 38,800 10,800 419,040 14 
Galvanethoiy..cccanea he eecmcmte 30,700 10,800 331,560 30,000 10,900 327,000 30,000 11,000 330,000 25 
DG OFA Ny Weare eee ee 16,200 10,200 165,240 15,300 10,400 159,120 15,300 10,400 159,120 45 
Fond dus Lacole o2 a % 49,700 10,800 $36,760 49,800 10,900 542,820 $0,300 11,000 553,300 5 
KewWaUullee mcrtey ae.) = eee 30,000 10,100 303,000 30,100 10,200 307,020 30,200 10,300 311,060 ee 
ManitOwO.c aime cas ae 44,200 10,700 472,940 44,300 10,800 478,440 44,600 10,900 486,140 12 
Outagamicr f503 Gees 45,500 10,600 482,300 45,300 10,900 493,770 45,400 11,000 499,400 10 
Sheboy ganda se cne oe 32,600 10,500 342,300 31,800 10,900 346,620 32,300 10,900 352,070 23 
Winnebapomiaies 27 iec. jit 24,100 10,800 260,280 23,700 11,100 263,070 23,900 11,100 265,290 34 
East Central District . 311,600 10,589 3,299,680 309,000 10,796 3,335,820 310,800 10,860 3,375,420 
Crawfordica a an jeeee cde 19,300 9,400 181,420 18,500 9,600 177,600 18,900 9,700 183,330 42 
Grant: Se0% 6 hl ae eh es 55,000 9,700 § 33,500 $5,000 9,900 544,500 55,400 9,900 548,460 6 
FOW). ) ke Se pene es 37,300 9.800 365,540 37,300 10,000 373,000 37,500 10,100 S7/837-50 18 
Latavettemeuc, eneraeyeere 41,400 9,900 409,860 41,400 10,000 414,000 41,600 10,000 416,000 16 
Richland .so:) a aes ces 27,500 9,700 266,750 27,300 9,900 270,270 27,400 9,900 271,260 33 
Saw. ca ween Gee fame ee 3.7, 706 10,300 388,310 37,700 10,500 395,850 38,000 10,500 399,000 17 
MV GER OIE attire: On eee ere at 44,800 9,300 416,640 44,100 9,500 418,950 44,500 9,500 422,750 [ys 
Southwest District . . 263,000 9,742 2,562,020 261,300 9,928 2,594,170 263,300 9,949 2,619,550 
Cohiim bie eevee 23,400 10,900 255,060 23,400 11,100 259,740 23,300 11,100 258,630 36 
DURE RS Reuter mee 67,500 10,900 TI a0 66,000 11,100 732,600 65,800 11,100 730,380 pd 
DOG BG esi 5 otk (eel Peri 62,000 10,800 669,600 61,600 11,000 677,600 61,600 11,000 677,600 4 
Green ) iggy vitae cree pee 48,100 10,700 514,670 47,900 11,000 526,900 48,300 11,000 531,300 % 
TERLCESO Ty aero sy Some nie 30,200 10,800 326,160 29,200 11,200 327,040 29,000 11,200 324,800 26 
ROG Kady, alee wale mayan est oe 30,000 10,600 318,000 28,000 10,800 302,400 27,900 10,900 304,110 28 
South Central District 261,200 10,793 2,819,240 256,100 11,036 2,826,280 255,900 11,047 2,826,820 
Kenosha ty, Zacn 2 esaeenencoral 9,000 10,700 96,300 8,200 10,800 88,560 8,000 11,000 88,000 56 
Wikwake@en Sosy aie coke Gos 400 10,000 4,000 400 10,100 4.040 300 10,100 3,030 70 
Ozaukee PEN Sid Seyi ta se he 10,400 10,100 105,040 9,700 10,300 99,910 9,900 10,300 101,970 a3 
FVACTINC' (ey ot slew eh Clee 7,900 10,900 86,110 8.000 EFF 00 88,800 8,000 11,200 89,600 55 
Walworth Ray ReaD ne ete s Sete 25,200 10,900 274,680 23,400 11,200 262,080 23,300 11,300 263,290 38 
Washington Sight Ae sae ae 23,000 10,700 246,100 22,900 10,800 247,320 23,000 10,800 248,400 38 
Wah i eS n'y ates Dee Ro ue 13,500 10,200 137,700 11,500 10,500 120,750 11,600 10,500 121,800 S| 
Southeast District .. 89,400 10,626 949,930 84,100 10,838 911,460 84,100 10,893 916,090 
STARE ee acne 1,810,000 10,189 18,442,000 1,801,000 10,390 18,713,000 1,812,000 10,430 18,900,000 





1/Preliminary. 2/Average number of milk cows on farms during the year, excluding heifers not yet fresh. 
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MEAT STOCKS 
DOWN 15 PERCENT 


Cold storage stocks of meat in the Nation at the end of 
February were down 15 percent from a year earlier. Supplies 
of beef in cold storage were 7 percent below last year and 
pork stocks declined 26 percent. 

There were almost 359 million pounds of beef in cold 
storage on February 29, 1976. While this was an increase of 
8'’2 million pounds from the previous month, beef stocks 
were 27 million pounds below a year ago. 

Pork supplies in cold storage at the end of February 
totaled 222’ million pounds, a decline of 13% million 
pounds from a month earlier and 77 million pounds less than 
on February 28, 1975. 


Cold Storage Stocks of Meat 
United States 






Change 

















Commodity from 
last year 
1,000 pounds Percent 
Beef: 
Bro zenbrewe tee Ge aces 1 443,759 376,626 341,538 350,623 = 117 
In ‘cure and cured . .%.,.: 12,312 9,257 8,589 8,078 — 13 
WOPAR Ge sanctity Leh eens 456,071 385,883 350,127 358,701 PT 
Pork: 
EPO ZEN Gs vote sie dtoers tonto, « 294,134 283,567 216,766 206,617 = 27 
Ik COOLER LS ten cheneg ice nee: 15,547 15,999 19,307 15,887 =) 
Hotalgec east ties as. 43 309,681 299,566 236,073 222,504 — 26 
Other meats and 
meat products: 
WiealytrOzeniine pacts so > 12,423 13,804 11,410 10,316 = 25 
Lamb and mutton, frozen 13,018 ‘Pile od 10,872 11,120 —- 1 
Canned meats in cooler: 
ELBIS\ DME cy iclis; oe herd 67,593 69,155 49,575 58,678 —=15 
@pher pmlEats gre «tse i 16,596 14,271 13,607 12,695 — 11 
‘POtaltalbimeatseye tev ets) cust. \0 875,382 793,900 671,664 674,014 = 15 





CORN HARVESTING SURVEY 


According to a survey on corn harvesting, handling, and 
drying methods, slightly over half of Wisconsin’s 1975 corn 
for grain acreage was harvested using a corn head on a com- 
bine. Nearly 35 percent of grain corn acreage was harvested 
by mechanical picker in 1975, while about 14 percent was 
harvested by field picker-sheller. 

Wisconsin farmers indicated that 52 percent of all farm 
stored corn was artificially dried on farms in 1975 while 
over 45 percent was naturally dried. A larger proportion of 
the grain corn reported in farm storage was naturally dried 
in 1975 than in any year since the first survey in 1969. 
Earlier planting, better growing weather, and a beautiful 
fall contributed to a lower moisture content in corn for 
[OSs 

Almost 17 percent of Wisconsin’s 1975 corn for grain 
crop was marketed direct from the field. Farmers stored 65 
percent of the crop in cribs or bins, and about 12 percent 
went into silos. The remainder was stored off the farm. 

A more complete report on the corn harvesting, 
handling, and drying methods survey can be obtained by 
writing to the Wisconsin Statistical Reporting Service, 
Box 9160, Madison, Wisconsin 53715. 


PERCENT OF ALL FARM STORED CORN DRIED 
BY VARIOUS METHODS, WISCONSIN, 1969-75 








Percent of All 


i -—_ © Gu==== « —, , 
Naturally Dried on Form 7 


Artificially Dried 
ff Form 
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Percent of Corn for Grain Acreage 
Harvested by Specified Methods, Wisconsin, 1974-75 


























































‘ Field Corn 
Mechanical 5 
me ick picker- head on Other 
District ee sheller combine 
1974 | 1975 | 1974 | 1975 1974 1975 1974 | 1975 
Percent of all 
Northwest, 227. . - 43.2 64.6 5.2 7.6 50.9 Disk 0.7 0.6 
North Central, 4. 2) 53.5). 2325 9.6 5.6 33.9 19.5 3.0 1.4 
Northeast=)2, 2). ete 46.8 64.3 12.5 8.0 SV ged 27.6 3.5 1/ 
West Central ....]| 31.6 39.0 poegh | aN Teste) 57.4 45.4 2.3 Kf 
Gentrahic & stern 33:35 41.3 Saab oO 59.2 43.5 1.8 1/ 
East Central . STS, 937.3 VRS 8.5 $1.3 53:2 0.6 1.0 
Southwest eyo) 40.6 42.4 13.5 11.6 44.9 45.9 1.0 1/ 
South Central ...| 22.7 20.7 16.7 17.0 59.2 62.3 1.4 = 
Southeast aie. © 12.1 14.0 7.0 14.8 BG TLi2 3.3 5 
Acres of corn 
for grain per farm 
Bea, 199 ede fea ve 65.4 73.8 9.5 7.9 23.3 17.9 1.8 1/ 
POOS 199 ie eters 30.4 33:3 17.3 20-4 50.8 45.8 fo 0.7 
200'= 499 ie Ye, 11.2 S18 EE 1207 75.6 78.3 2.0 1/ 
5OO'= 9990) sks 6.0 6.4 10.9 18.7 80.9 74.9 2.2 = 
TOOO' Fei a te = = 9.2 Tics} 89.4 92.5 1.4 — 
JAW farms.) sere 4) 5 S3OC9 3428 TAPES) 136 55.6 5153 Le 1/ 
Acres (000) ....{] 700 830 270 320 1,260 1,230 40 10 


1/Less than 0.5 percent. 


RED MEAT PRODUCTION 
BELOW LAST YEAR 


Red meat production in Wisconsin’s commercial 
slaughtering plants during January was down 4 percent from 
last year. An 18 percent drop in pork production offset a 4 
percent gain in output of beef. 

There were 132,000 cattle slaughtered in January, up 
7,000 from a year ago. The average liveweight of cattle 
slaughtered during January was 1,085 pounds, a decline of 
15 pounds from January 1975. 

Hog slaughter for January numbered 234,000 head, 
down 63,000 from the previous year. Average liveweight of 
hogs butchered in January was 252 pounds, 11 pounds 
heavier than a year earlier. 

The 38,500 calves slaughtered during January were 
2,500 more than a year ago. Calf liveweight averaged 138 
pounds for January, up 12 pounds from the previous year. 
Only 200 sheep and lambs were butchered in January com- 
pared with 400 in January 1975. 
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Commercial Livestock Slaughter 











Number Liveweight 
Area January Change January 
from 
1975 1976 last year 1975 | 1976 








1,000 head Percent Million pounds 

Cattle 

Wisconsin (62 sigs 125.0 132.0 #6 13755 143.2 

United States 1/ ..| 3,506.3 3,761.9 ai) utd 3,582.1 3,786.2 
Calves 

Wisconsin ...... 36.0 38.5 ates we 4.5 Sed 

United States 1/ .. BW isa | 466.2 + 24 103.3 UE ley | 
Hogs 

Wisconsin) (./..). + 297.0 234.0 —21 71.6 59.0 

United States 1/ ..]| 6,758.7 5,697.9 — 16 1,630.1 1,384.6 
Sheep and lambs 

WiSCOnsin eyee eases 4 iD, — 50 .039 -019 

United States 1/ .. 681.7 600.8 — 12 71.8 66.1 





1/Excludes Alaska. 


PRICES RECEIVED INDEX 
LOWER AT MID—FEBRUARY 


The index of prices received by Wisconsin farmers for 
farm products averaged 581 percent of the 1910-14 base as 
of mid-February, down 14 points (2.4 percent) from a month 
earlier. Although most livestock and crop prices were up, 
these were offset by lower prices for milk and poultry. 

Slaughter cows averaged $26.10 a hundredweight as of 
mid-February, up $3.00 from the previous month and the 
best price in 21 months. A year ago slaughter cows averaged 
$18.30 a hundredweight for February. 

Milk cows for herd replacements averaged $515.00 each 
in February, a gain of $5.00 from January and $95.00 
higher than a year ago. Veal calves, at $35.50 a hundred- 
weight for mid-February, were up $2.50 from January and 
$5.50 above last year. 

Steers and heifers continued to decline in price. The 
February 15 average of $34.30 a hundredweight was $3.70 
below January and the fifth straight month of lower prices 
for steers and heifers. A year ago steers and heifers averaged 
$30.10 a hundredweight. 

Hogs averaged $46.80 a hundredweight as of mid- 
February. This was an increase of 80 cents from January and 
$8.60 above last year. 

Sheep averaged $9.70 a hundredweight for February, 
a gain of 30 cents from a month earlier and $3.90 higher 
than February 1975. Lambs, at $43.00 a hundredweight in 


Prices Received by Wisconsin Farmers 







Commodity Feb. 15, 





1976 
Dollars 

Milk cows ..... 630.00 420.00 510.00 $15.00 
Steers and heifers . 38.90 30.10 38.00 34.30 
Cows sen i ties 32.20 18.30 23200 26.10 
Calves: fsa :20 sia tent 53.50 30.00 33.00 35.50 
FLOBS 9; 78 bse Gaatc 38.30 38.20 46.00 46.80 
SHeep ee eae 2 10.50 5.80 9.40 9.70 
Lambs, FOE us oe 34.00 35.00 43.20 43.00 
Chickens 1/ A NSIS) .130 .120 -105 
WULKCYS el Soe -350 .370 .360 .330 
Bees ast an ol keine -610 444 sa oi 505 
GOnnh aie iiy seus ys 2/13 2.87 2.43 2.49 
Wiheatiriaiets (un) a2 5.44 3472) 3.05 3.35 
OSES 2. ica nba ie 135 1.50 1.40 1.41 
Soybeans 2) 252 | 5.87 5.58 4.34 4.40 
Alfalfa hay, baled . 35.00 38.50 50.50 52.50 





1/Excludes broilers, 


February, were down 20 cents from January but $8.00 above 
the previous year. 

Turkeys declined 3 cents from January to February and 
at 33 cents a pound liveweight were 4 cents under February 
1975. Egg prices averaged 50% cents a dozen in February, 
down 2 cents from January but 6 cents more than last year. 

Wheat prices increased 30 cents from January to Febru- 
ary. At $3.35 a bushel on February 15, wheat was still 37 
cents below a year ago. Corn averaged $2.49 a bushel in 
February, up 6 cents from the previous month but 38 cents 
under February 1975. 

Oats averaged $1.41 a bushel at mid-February, a gain 
of 1 cent from January but 9 cents lower than a year earlier. 
Soybeans increased 6 cents from January to February but at 
$4.40 a bushel were $1.18 below February last year. 

Baled alfalfa hay averaged $52.50 a ton in mid-February, 
up $2.00 from a month earlier and $14.00 above the pre- 
vious year. 


HOG INVENTORY RECORD 
LOW FOR WISCONSIN 


Wisconsin farmers had only 1,070,000 hogs and pigs on 
farms March 1, down 11 percent from a year earlier and a 
record low for any period since quarterly estimates began in 
1960. Hogs kept for breeding purposes numbered 205,000 as 
of March 1, about the same as a year ago but the 865,000 
market hogs were down 13 percent. 

There were 65,000 sows farrowing in Wisconsin during 
December through February, an increase of 3,000 from that 
quarter a year earlier. The pig crop of 491,000 was up 8 
percent as the average litter rate was 7.55 pigs compared with 
7.35 pigs per litter in December 1974 - February 1975. 

Farrowings in Wisconsin from March through May are 
expected to total 85,000 sows, the same as in that quarter 
last year. Farmers in the State intend to farrow 70,000 sows 
during June through August, a decline of 5,000 from the 
previous year. 

Hogs and pigs on farms March | in the 14 states where 
quarterly estimates are made totaled nearly 41 million head, 
up 1 percent from a year ago. Although market hogs were 
about the same as on March 1, 1975, breeding stock showed 
an increase of 10 percent. Farrowings in the 14 states during 
December through February were 15 percent more than a 
year earlier. Farrowing intentions for the next six months 
indicate an increase of 10 percent from March - August 1975. 


HOGS & PIGS ON FARMS 
afl States 


Mar. 1973-76 
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All Hogs and Pigs on Farms, Breeding and Market 
March 1, 1975 and 1976, 14 States 









For Breeding Total hogs and pigs 





























State 
1975 Change from Change from Change from 

13976 last year 1975. i718 last year 1975 1276 last year 

1,000 head Percent 1,000 head Percent 1,000 head Percent 
Georgia Sabhar tate 237 245 ard) 1,293 Miyb yey —11 1,530 1,400 —- 8 
Illinois ..... 856 872 uray 5,044 4,578 — 9 5,900 5,450 — 8 
Indiana) eis 500 570 +14 3,200 3,230 + 1 3,700 3,600 tS 
lOWaia: geese un 1,767 2,057 +16 9,633 10,043 +e 11,400 12,100 +) 6 
Kansas o.yici) s) 193 263 + 36 15257, 1,487 + 18 1,450 1,750 + 21 
Kentucky . ares 146 166 +14 804 784 — 2 950 950 Nsi€s 
Minnesota 434 465 een: 2,666 2,535 -—- 5 3,100 3,000 - 3 
Missouri ate 513 §25 42 3 2,587 2,475 - 4 3,100 3,000 =3 
Nebraska .... 357 405 +43 2,193 2,295 Ay: S 2,550 2,700 feo h 6 
North Carolina. 272 bla +114) 1,428 1,609 +13 1,700 1,920 +713 
OHIO ul x ake 241 245 sp Pd 1,409 1,390 - 1 1,650 1,635 — 1 
South Dakota . 240 247 +143 1,060 1,053 =i 1,300 1,300 n. Cc. 
Texas 2 veces 120 130 arn Ms} 680 660 =——3 800 790 3, 
Wisconsin. ... 204 205 n.c. 996 865 — 13 1,200 1,070 Se eh 
Total 14 States 6,080 6,706 +10 34,250 34,159 me: 40,330 40,865 uel! 


Sows Farrowing, Pigs per Litter and Pig Crop 
December 1/ through February, 1975 and 1976, 14 States 








































Sows farrowing Pigs per litter Pig crop 2/ 
e 
a 1975 1976 ade from 1975 | 1976 1975 1976 Changs etOu 
ast year last year 
1,000 head Percent Head 1,000 head Percent 
GeOFSIa retin el chienio a ls st mye ous hes L. Sb 7.07 6.76 530 S21 — 2 
PMI OIS Ol see ils: fe Peilens ospcSsteuie 260 275 +6 6.80 7.00 1,768 1,925 ah 
UR CIATI AMM te ual eileen leu s, his 160 195 +122 elie! 6.80 1,138 1,326 ua w beh 
TL OWVA th, Bere: Pisce aia) Gite at sy Wale: cin 440 520 +18 7.05 7.25 3,102 3,770 at ee 
Kansas Mile youe = s ssitcys abcess 70 94 + 34 6.95 7.05 487 663 + 36 
IKERTUCKY eer l shus tie te. Aastra a 50 54 + 8 7.00 7.00 350 378 £08 
Minn eSOta 71. manera emesis ls ns 140 164 +17 7.10 7.30 994 1,197 + 20 
Missouri) yes See fee sien eats: 140 160 +14 7.06 This 988 1,144 + 16 
Nebraska Goan tats; sae. sho. a 110 127 all ss 7.40 7.20 814 914 + 12 
Nortimcaroling soso ok. 2 ee 97 116 +20 7.00 7.10 679 824 oh 2a 
ORION: PL) ats aieriees, Guteacuets! oe 80 90 +13 7.20 7.10 576 639 + Tt 
SOUtN Dak Od wincnakel:t cee aie ene 52 62 +19 7.00 7.00 364 434 + 19 
19 Re Beau ars ely Deed Se ecuosaee 42 48 +14 7.00 6.80 294 326 + 11 
WASCOTNSIN: (ete thee hah G Sie ers Sloe 62 65 tS) esa 755 456 491 he EB, 
‘Total 14 States. vaeaatians) oils. ws y 1,778 2,047 =5 7.05 W111 12,540 14,552 + 16 


1/December preceding year. 2/Number of pigs born December through February that were on hand March 1 or had been sold. 


Sows Farrowed and Sows to Farrow 
March through August, 1975 and 1976, 14 States 













March through May June through August 

















a Change from Change from 

1975 | 1976 1/ last year 1975 1976 1/ dant ear 

1,000 head Percent 1,000 head Percent 
SEOLZ1a. eon) oe isus eS ele 62 70 +13 62 70 + 13 
MTIEONS sos a) a) ot cite owe 380 390 32) 83 335 335 fA. GC; 
MistelGheh:. 5 Gem Op cece, CeO FD 170 200 +18 190 205 + 8 
EO Wal Deeatinte! is, hehe) erie is) 745 800 + 7 $75 680 +18 
ICATISASH Erew-iastiei s,s Js) le l'es)t> 82 110 + 34 710 95 ae eS 
Kentucky wists sy) = v1 ssc 55 60 +, 9 52 52 n. ¢. 
MinNeSOLA- mais es) 6) lis | 170 190 saat We 155 180 + 16 
IMISSOULS rpeeestie re Yes = 190 220 +16 160 1S + 9 
iINebrasikal ict tys e+ 6 <i) 75 160 180 prud 3 125 140 +12 
North Carolina .....-.- 93 107 15, 94 105 +12 
Oligo Re 3) ee aieuicr sas 90 100 +11 85 80 ear 
South) Dakota lw) sleasnc< 112 120 + 7 68 Ses + 10 
ij Bb ae Aen) ees | Oy OO 34 43 + 26 42 50 + 19 
WISCONSIN = oily is is ie. peatcal 85 85 NIC, 75 70 — 7 
Totalera states: i. s) -2s 2,428 2,675 +10 2,088 2,ake 244i 


1/Number indicated by breeding intentions reports. 


FEEDER STEER PRICES UP declined in February for the fifth consecutive month. Good 
Prices of good grade feeder steers weighing between grade steers weighing between 900-1100 pounds averaged 

600-700 pounds averaged $35.93 a hundredweight at the $35.69 a hundredweight for February, down $1.08 from 

Kansas City market during February. This was an increase the previous month but $4.36 above last year. 

of $4.67 from January and the highest feeder steer price Utility cows at St. Paul averaged $28.21 a hundred- 

since May 1974. A year ago the average price of feeder steers weight in February, a gain of $3.32 from January and the 

at Kansas City was only $23.33 a hundredweight. highest since June 1974. Last year utility cows averaged just 


Prices of good grade fed steers at the St. Paul market $19.83 a hundredweight for February. 
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BEEF CATTLE PRICES 
pe Paul & Kansas City Mo. Averages 1974, 75, 76 
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BARROWS AND GILTS 
HIGHER IN FEBRUARY 

Prices of barrows and gilts at the St. Paul market aver- 
aged $48.38 a hundredweight during February. This was an 
increase of 43 cents from the previous month and $9.14 
above a year ago. 
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